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When an arts ministry is just beginning there are several things that need to be addressed in order to make a place for it in the church. These are few points that are important right out of the gate:

1. Leadership needs to be convinced that the arts will work in the context of a service. 

2. The congregation needs to experience an emotional and/or spiritual connection to the work, which is a phenomenon they may not have felt before. 

3. The artists need to present a meaningful, well-executed piece. 

We’ve found that one way to accomplish all three of these things can be to do a Mosaic project for a special service.  Here is one specific example:

A woman at a Vineyard Church in Indianapolis had a dream in which she saw a Mosaic picture of a Cross  with a large heart in the center of it.  There were shafts of light shining from the heart, and the heart itself was empty.  She saw broken pieces of pottery and other objects placed in the heart later.

The church had an arts affinity group so she brought this dream to them and, with the blessing of leadership, asked them to make it for a special service.  No one in the group had done a Mosaic before, but with research, prayer and trial and error, they got it done. 

Basic mosaics can be fairly easy to execute and multiple people can contribute, so it’s a good beginning project for a forming arts group. (“Mosiac How To” instructions are easy found on the internet or in the library.) In the Vineyard’s case, they found the colors they wanted for the project in random places, like the pottery isle at Big Lots, and then broke the pottery into workable pieces. Someone had the idea to make the shafts of light out of mirrors, so several mirrors were smashed. Others set and polished the tiles and pottery.

Several weeks before the special service the Pastor asked the congregation to be thinking about broken places in their lives that they wanted God to heal.  He invited them to bring an object that represented that broken place to the planned special service. The object needed to be about the size of a quarter.  The night of the service the mosaic was set up on stage, with it’s empty heart. As the service began, grout was added to the heart, and soon after that the congregation was invited up to the stage to place their symbolic broken object in the heart.  As the service went on the heart become full of crazy, colorful, meaningful objects.  Many were deeply moved by interaction with the art, and the mosaic soon became a meditation point in the sanctuary.

This project was a success and opened the door for other arts projects at the Vineyard. It accomplished the three goals mentioned above:

1. Leaders loved it because it was visual, colorful, interactive, connected the audience with the message and flowed well with the service. 

2. The congregation experienced an emotional and spiritual connection because they interacted with the piece, contributed something personal to it, and sensed redemption while making a piece of art together.  For many this was new experience in their relationship with and understanding of art’s power.  

3. The work was meaningful to the artist and congregation, got the artists contributing and working as a team and– though time consuming– was fairly easy to execute well.  It was suitable to show and display. In fact a work like this can become a meaningful part of a congregation’s rich history. 

The mosaic idea is suitable for a special service like Good Friday (Jesus takes our brokenness on His broken body and redeems it ) Easter ( our past brokenness is absorbed in Him and we are given a fresh start) or a non-holiday service dealing with healing or brokenness.  The Nov 21st meeting could be a good time to start talking about a project like this for Good Friday or Easter, because it gives interested artists something to do and continues any momentum started by the Art’s Renewal Celebration day.

Of course, an interactive, community art project can take many forms, but the Mosaic project –with church-specific variations—could be a good way to start.

Here is what the completed mosaic looked like.

 
